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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 21, 2013

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 162

Introduced by Assembly Member Holden

January 23, 2013

An act-te-add-Section-65964-5-to-the-Gevernment-Cede; relating to
telecommunications facilities.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 162, asamended, Holden. Wirel esstetecommunticationstactities:
telecommunications: 911 emergency assistance.

Existing law, the federal Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation
Act of 2012, establishes a grant program to make grants to states to
assist statesand local jurisdictionsto identify, plan, and implement the
most efficient and effective way to utilize and integrate the
infrastructure, equipment, and other architecture associated with the
nationwide public safety broadband network to satisfy the wireless
communications and data service needs of those jurisdictions.

This bill would make legidative findings and declarations relating
to the criticalness of maintaining signal strength and call reliability for
911 calls from cellular telephones, and would state the intent of the
Legislature to subsequently amend this bill to include provisions that
would increase network capacity on existing wireless structuresin order
to serve the needs of safety personnel and the people of the state.

Corrected 5-16-13—See last page. 96



. . ’ . . . . . .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yesrno.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legidlature hereby finds and declares all of

2 thefollowing:

3 (@) Nearly onein every three Californians communicates only

4 via a cdlular device and does not own or operate a landline

5 telephone.

6 (b) Of the 240,000,000 calls to telephone number 911 for

7 emergency assistance placed nationwide each year, 70 percent

8 now originate from cellular devices.

9 (c) In 2010, 5 percent of all 911 calls originating from cellular
10 deviceswere dropped, resulting in 8,400,000 dropped 911 calls.
11  (d) Recognizing the public’'sshift toward cellular telephone use,
12 thelLegidature passed Senate Bill 1375 (Chapter 332 of the Statutes
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of 2010), authorizing telephone corporations to deactivate 911
emergency service from any landline tel ephone not subscribing to
paid telephone service.

(e) Giventheincreased reliance on cellular phones, maintaining
signal strength and call reliability for 911 calls from cellular
telephones is critical to protecting public safety and saving lives
of Californians.

(f) The Final Report of the National Commission on Terrorist
Attacks Upon the United States (known as the 9/11 Commission
Report) identified the lack of coordination among first responder
agencies and communication challenges in the 9/11 attacks and
emphasi zed the need for uniform and reliable communicationsfor
all first responders.

(g) Thefederal Middle Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act
of 2012 (Public Law 112-96) creates a framework for the public
sector to partner with commercial providersto leveragetheprivate
sector’s investments in broadband technologies to efficiently
deploy an interoperable broadband network for public safety.

62012 (Publie Law-312-96)-That act allocated seven billion
dollars ($7,000,000,000) for grantsto statesto build the nationwide
put_)lic safety broadband network.

(h) The Federal Communications Commission has found that
delaysby local governmentsin approving ministerial requests have
delayed theimplementation of next-generation broadband services
for consumers and first responders.

(i) Itistheintent of the Legidature to subsequently amend this
measureto include provisionsthat would increase network capacity
on existing wireless structuresin order to serve the needs of safety
personnel and the people of the state.
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(d) For purposes of this section, the following defi ﬁitions shall
apply:

(1) “Collocation” means the mounting of the wireless
telecommunications facility and related equipment on an existing
tower, building, or structure for the purpose of transmitting or
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CORRECTIONS:
Text—Page 4.

96



